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They have many books and there are libraries and archives. In writing they use
an alphabet derived from India. Their funeral and marriage ceremonies are like
those of Champa."
Other Chinese texts also contain accounts of Fu-nan. These,
along with the three Sanskrit inscriptions so far discovered, leave no
doutit that the people of Fu-nan had imbibed Hindu culture and
civilisation to a very large extent.
The three principal religions of India, viz, Saivism, Valshnavism
and Buddhism all flourished in Fu-nan. Indian philosophical ideas,
religious beliefs and mythology were familiar, and the rituals and
forms of worship were well-known. Sanskrit language and literature
were cultivated and the Indian alphabets were used in writing. The
Brahmanas versed in the Veda, Upaveda and Vedanga settled there
in large number. Indian art also made its influence felt, and
temples and images of gods, similar to those in India, were set up
in various parts of the kingdom. The caste system, at least in its
general form, was introduced, though it appears that even the
Brahmanas often adopted various secular professions. The essential
elements of Hindu culture were thus thoroughly established in
Fu-nan by the sixth century A.D. From this centre they radiated
on all sides and this process was facilitated by the conquests of
Fan-che-man and other kings.